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| : Tes effets appear confpicaous 
in in proportion as every, ‘age or nation is advanced in thofe 
refinements. which are the natural confequence of an ex- 
tenfivg intercourfe with other countries, and of wealth, 
fecurity. and eafe, under the lénity of a free government. 

‘THE Athenians, the moft polithed nation in all an- 
tiquity, ar and who enjoyed thefe advantages i in the highett 
degree, were, if we may truft their ‘own writers, as 
paffionately forid of the SOMETHING NEW as my own 
countrymen can poffibly’ Be; nay,” fat’ exceeded them : 
for however great may be the expence to which we 
have pufhed our invention of frefh objects for the public 
amufement, 
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amvyfement, yet we muft yicld the fuperierity;no lefi 
in extravagance, than we do ia tafte, to a people, whe 
expended the treafure which was deftined to clothe and 
feed an army, er to maan 2 flect, on diverfions and en- 
tertainments at home. It may furprize fome of our 
gayeh moderns to inform them, that, without ridotto’s, 
amafquerades and opera's, the charge only of aGing three 
tragedies of Sophocles amounted to the fum total of the 
fupplies raifed for the fervice of the republic in a gene- 

ral. war. 
Tue paffion for novelty, as it aéts on different fub- 
jeats, has very different confequences, When religion 
or government are it’s objeGs, it is the fource of moft 
terrible evils. New men and new models have been 
the dread of the wifeft politicians; and when things 
are tolerably well, to maintain them upon the old foot- 
ing, has been generally thought the’ fafeft maxim for 
ithe happinefs of the community. ‘Too great a defire of 
novelty, either in the governed, or in the. governing, has 
often difturbed the peace of kingdoms. When it goes 
no farther than to decide the drefs of the perfon, or the 
ornaments ef our equipage, all is fafe; it's higheft de- 
gree of excefé will then only afford a fubje@ of ridicule, 
A {mart-cocked hat, or embroidered fleeve, a fhart pet- 
ticoat .or well-fancied furbelow, will neither endanger 
the.church, nor embroil the ftate. ‘The purfuit indeed 
of ‘fach kind of novelties may rather occafion many ad- 
vantages to the public ; while that vanity which is ab- 
fard in the particular, is ufeful in the general. Novelty 
and fafhion are the fource and fupport of trade, by con- 
ftantly fupplying matter for the employment of induftry. 
By encreafing the wants, they encreafe. the conneCtions 
of mankind; and {9 Jong as they do- nat, by too great 
an extravagance, defeat their awa end, in difabling the 
tich 
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zich from paying .the reward of that induftry to the 
poor, they anfwer excellent purpofes of fociety. 

Not: enly the improvements of every invention for 
the convenience and eafe of life, but even ofthofe which 
conttitute it’s real ornament, are owing to this defire of 
novelty. Yet hete too we may grow warton; and 
nature feems to have fet us bounds, -which we :cannot 
pafs without running into great abfurdities. . For the 
very principle which has contributed to the perfeétion 
of the finer arts, may become the caufe of ‘their dege- 
neracy and corruption. The fearch of the some THING 
new, has ftep by ftep conducted mankind to the difco- 
very of all that is truly beautiful in thofe arts; and the 
fame fearch (for the defire of novelty never. ftops) al- 
ready begins to urge us beyond that point to which -_ 
‘tafte thould always confine itfelf. 

Hence it is that mufical compofition ceafes to be 
admired merely for touching the paffions, and for chang- 
ing the. emotionsof the heart from the foft to the trong, 
from the amorous tothe fierce, or from the gay to’ the 
melancholy, and- only feems to be then confidered as 
highly excellent,when it impreffes us with the idea of 
difficulty in the execution. 

ImMaGgs unnatural and unconnected, and a ftyle quaint | 
and embarraffed with it’s own pomp, but void of mean- 
ing and fentiment, will always be the confequence of en- 
deavouring, in the fame way, to introduce a new tafte into 
poetry. Hence it will become vehement without ftrength, 
and ornamented without beauty; and the native, warm, 
and foftly winning language of that amiable miftrefs, will 
ceafe to pleafe her mere judicious lovers by an affeétation 
of pleafing only in a new manner, 

: STRANGE 
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‘STRANGE as it may appear that this fhould frnd-admi- 


rers, yetit is not'any more to be wondered at than the 
applaufe which is fo fondly given to Chinefe decorations, 
or to the barbarous: productions of a Gothic «genius, 
which feems once more to threaten the ruin of that fim- 
plicity which diftinguifhed the Greek and Roman arts 
as eternally fuperier. to thofe of every other nation. 

- SFew men are endued with a juft'tafte; that is, with 
an aptitude to difcover what is proper, fit and right, and 
confequenitly beautiful, in the feveral' objects which offer 
themfelves to their view.. Though beauty in thefe ex- 
ternal objects, like truth in thofe of the underftanding, 
is felf-evident and immutable, yet, like truth, it may be 
feen perverfely, or not at all, becaufe not confidered. 
Now all men are equally ftruck with the novelty of an 
appearance ; but few, after this firft emotion, call in their 
judgment-to correét the decifion of their eye, and to tell 
‘them whether the pleafure they feel has any other caufe 
than meré novelty. It is certain that’a frequent review 
‘and comparing of the fame objects together would great- 
ly improve an indifferent tafte ; ; and that hardly any one 
would be unable to determine, whenre once accuftomed to 
fuch an attention, whether the proportions of architec- 
ture taken from the theatre of Marcellus at Rome, or 
from the emperor of China's palace at t Pekin, produced 
the moft agreeable forms. 

Tue prefent vogue of Chinefe and Gothic architecture 
has, befides it’s anny another caufé of it’s good Tee 
ception; which is, that there is no ‘Gifficulty 4 in being 
meerly WHIMSICAL. ‘A {pirit capable of entering into al] 
the’ “beauties of antique“fimplicity," is the portion of 
minds ufed to reflection, and’ the'refult-of a corre@ed 
judgment : but here all men are equal. A manner con- 
fined to no rules cannot fail of having the crowd of imi- 

' tators 





No, 117. THE WORLD. 705 


tators in it’s party, where novelty is the fole criterion of 

elegance. It is no objection, that the very end of all 
building is forgot ; that all reference to ufe and climate, 
all relation-of one: proportion to another, of the thing 
fupporting to the thing fupported, of the acceflory to the 
principal, and of the parts to the whole, is often en- 
tirely fubverted. 

Tue paintings, which like the architecture, continu- 
ally revolt againft the truth of things, as little furely de- 
ferve the name of elegant. Falfe lights, falfe thadows, 
falfe perfpective and proportions, gay colours, without 
that gradation of tints, that mutual variety of enlighten- 
ed and darkened objeéts which relieve and give force to 
each other, at the fame time that they give eafe and re- 
pofe to the eye, in fhort, every incoherent combination 
of forms in nature, -without expreffion and without 
meaning, are the effentials of Chinefe painting, 

As this Chinefe and Gothic fpirit has begun to deform 
fome of the fineft ftreets in this capital, whenever an 
academy fhall be. founded for the promoting the arts of 
_{culpture, painting and architecture, fome fcheme fhould 
be thought of at the fame time to difcourage the en- 
croachment of this pretended elegance ; and an ANTI- 
Cuinese fociety will be a much more important inftitu- 
tion in the world of arts, than the ANTI-GALLICAN in 
that of politics. A correfpondent of mine, I dare fay, 
would be glad to bea member of it, if we may be allowed 
to judge of his fentiments from the following letter. 

Mr. Fitz-Apam, 


IT am married toa lady of great fortune, of which, as 
I had little or none myfelf, the has referved the fole dif- 
pofition to her own management by the marriage arti- 


cles. She is paffionately fond of novelty, and changes 
her drefs and furniture as often almoft as fhe does her 


temper. 





Sa cea 


oe 


tan ee 
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temper, In thort every thing about her isa proof of 
her mutability.. She has not more new head-dreffes in 

a year, than new words, which fhe is perpetually coin- 

ing, becaufe. fhe would pafs for a wit, The unintelli- 

gibility of her dialect occafions fometimes great confu- 

fion in the family ;. and her acquaintance no fooner be- 

gin to underftand her, than fhe changes her phrafeology, 

and they are puzzled again by a new mode of expreflion, 
She came home the other morning from a vifit, in rap~ 
tures with lady Fiddlefaddle’s Chinefe drefling room ; 
fince which we have had moft terrible revolutions. Her 
grandfather who left her everything, wasa man cele- 
brated for his tafte ; but his fine colle€tion of pictures 
by the beft Italian mafters is now converted into Indian 
paintings; and the beautiful vafes, bufts and ftatues, 
which he brought from Italy, are flung into the garret 
as lumber, to make room for . great-bellied Chinefe pa- 
gods, red dragons, and the reprefentation of the uglieft 
monfters that ever, or rather never exifted. This ex- 
travagance.is not confined within doors. "The garden is 
filled with whimfical buildings, at.a.prodigious expence ; 
with fummer houfes without fhade, and with temples 
that feem to be dedicated to no other deities than the 


winds. If by reading your paper fhe could be perfuad- 
ed to leave off every Chinefe fathion, but that of pinched 
feet and not ftirring abroad, I fhould think myfelf a 
Dery man, and very much, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

Your obliged humble fervant. 
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